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Preface

We had bet ter be lieve it! Our na tion is un der the judg ment of
God.

Since Ameri ca’s birth, the hand of God has been upon her for
good. The 18th and 19th cen tu ries saw su per natu ral re viv als es tab -
lish Amer ica in right eous ness. As a con se quence, great has been the
com pany of be liev ers who have pub lished the gos pel from these
shores.

How ever, unto whom much has been given, much will also be
re quired. It is one thing to preach sal va tion to the hea then, it is quite
an other to be a na tion liv ing the gos pel as an ex am ple of right eous -
ness to other na tions.

There has not been a great re vival in the 20th cen tury, apart
from the Char is matic re newal, and our na tion has left its Chris tian
moor ings. God has been taken out of our schools, courts and from
our so cial con science. His ways are now dis hon ored by our lead ers
and in the pub lic me dia. The re sult is a spirit of law less ness through -
out the land; vio lence is com mon in the streets and in schools, the
sins of ho mo sexu al ity and abor tion are en cour aged, while the val ues
of godly fam ily life are dis counted. Reve la tion of the ho li ness of
God and the sin ful ness of man is not em pha sized. Un be liev ers are
en cour aged to re ceive Je sus as their Sav ior with out hav ing to ac cept
Him as their Lord. Church min is try is pro moted like a car nal com -
mer cial en ter prise with pro grams, ad ver tis ing for money, pro fes -
sion al ism, etc. Re lig ious or gani za tions, built around the mes sage
and mar ket ing cha risma of strong lead ers, com pete for mem bers.
Mega- churches largely made up of re cy cled be liev ers are seen as
signs of suc cess. Thee is lit tle evi dence of churches work ing to gether 
in unity. In di vid ual pro grams are em pha sized more than joint pray -
ers. De nomi na tional pride and sec tar ian em pha sis of less than es sen -



tial doc trines are used to point out how groups dif fer from one
an other, rather than em pha siz ing their one ness in Christ.

It is within the con text of such sin and fail ure, which have
weak ened and di vided the church, that God’s judg ment is upon our
na tion and why He is deal ing with His peo ple. Earth quakes, floods,
tor na does, hur ri canes, AIDS, eco nomic dis tress, ter ror ism, world -
wide eth nic con flicts that drain our na tional re sources, are all in stru -
ments of God to call His peo ple to re pen tance and to in ter cede for
our land.

The one es sen tial truth that must be pos sessed by the church if
she is to re pent and be come a re demp tive in flu ence in the pres ent
situa tion is unity. Not unity at any price, but unity cen tered around
Christ and an chored in right eous ness. Je sus was very clear con cern -
ing the one qual ity whereby the world would rec og nize those who
rep re sent Him.

A new com mand ment I give to you, that you love one an other,
even as I have loved you, that you also love one an other. by
this all men will know that you are My dis ci ples if you have
love for one an other. (John 13:34-35)

What is needed is not sim ply re vival in iso lated  lo cali ties, but
a re vival that es tab lishes unity across the body of Christ, a re vival
which will re store and pre pare the church to gather in the great end-
 time har vest. This is the mes sage the Lord is bring ing to His church
to day, and it is the theme of this tract.

The Prayer that will be Answered

What do you think? Would Je sus pray ear nestly to His Fa ther
for some thing to take place; some thing He had been sent to earth to
ac com plish, and for which He was about to lay down His life, and
then not have His prayer an swered? Never! One thing is cer tain, the
prayer of our Lord, re corded in John 17 will be an swered be fore He
re turns. It is an es sen tial part of church res to ra tion that will yet be
seen!
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That they may all be one; even as Thou, Fa ther, art in Me, and
I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may be -
lieve that Thou didst send Me. (John 17:21)

Cor rect church gov ern ment, cell groups, apos tles and proph ets 
are not enough. The Lord will not re lease the full ness of His author -
ity and power to a church that is not united in Him and His pur pose.
Unity is es sen tial for the spiri tual war fare and har vest that lies ahead.

God is Building a Bridge

God is build ing a bridge to reach be tween the hearts of men
and churches. It is a bridge that will carry be liev ers over the bar ri ers
that men and tra di tion have erected be tween them. This bridge has
great strength and can not be de stroyed. It is sup ported on four gi ant
pil lars of truth that have sov er eignly been placed by God Him self.
Man had no part in their con struc tion; we are only re spon si ble to
keep our eyes on Him as we walk by faith and obe di ence on the
bridge, know ing that it can not be moved.

The fol low ing are these four pil lars of truth.

1. Who we be long to and who keeps us. We are united in our fam ily iden -
tity; we are kept in one name.

And I am no more in the world; and yet they them selves are in
the world, and I come to Thee. Holy Fa ther, keep them in Thy
name, the name which Thou hast given Me, that they may be
one, even as We are. (John 17:17)

There is one God and Fa ther of all, who is over all and
through all and in all. (Ephe si ans 4:6)

We are one cove nant fam ily, we have one Fa ther, and there is
only one name un der heaven given among men whereby we can be
saved. We are re deemed in that name, kept in that name, and all that
we do in serv ice for Him, is to be done in His name (Co los sians
3:17). God has highly ex alted the Lord Je sus Christ and be stowed
upon Him the name which is above every name.

The Holy Spirit bears wit ness of our iden tity, for God has sent
Him into our hearts to cry, “Abba, Fa ther” (Ga la tions 4:6)
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Be liev ers fail to walk on the bridge when they cre ate strife,
jeal ousy and com pe ti tion by ex alt ing the iden tity of their lead ers or
or gani za tions and thereby di vid ing the body of Christ. The fol low ing 
scrip tures de scribe such fail ure: 1 Cor in thi ans 1:10-13; 3:3-7. God
has de ter mined that only one name will be ex alted in His king dom
(Philip pi ans; Reve la tions 3:12).

2. What we have be come in Christ.

There is one body and one Spirit. (Ephe si ans 4:4)

For by one Spirit we are all bap tized into one body . . . and we
were all made to drink of one Spirit. (1 Cor in thi ans 12:13)

Now you are Christ’s body; and in di vidu ally mem bers of it. (1
Cor in thi ans 12:27)

So we who are many are one body in Christ, and in di vidu ally
mem bers one of an other. (Ro mans 12:5)

It is very sim ple; all who be long to Christ are col lec tively one
spiri tual body and in di vidu ally they are mem bers of one an other. We
are spiri tu ally one new man in Christ!

This pil lar of truth points us to our service. Just as a per son’s
mind gives his body di rec tion and all parts of his be ing co op er ate to
obey the will of the head, so also the church, be ing the body of
Christ, is to per form His will. To the ex tent that be liev ers fol low the
dic tates and pro grams of men or or gani za tions, rather than the will of 
God, they fail to walk on the bridge. Thus pri mary req ui sites to be
the body of Christ in prac tice are to seek Him, learn His pur pose, find 
our place of serv ice in a lo cal body, hear His voice and then obey
Him. We have been cho sen in Him to do His will, in the bonds of re -
la tion ship with other be liev ers.

3. Who God has placed over us.

There is one Lord, one faith, one bap tism. (Ephe si ans 4:5)

And He put all things in sub jec tion un der His feet, and gave
Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body,
the full ness of Him who fills all in all. (Ephe si ans 1:21-22)
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A Lord, with out an ex pressed will, is not truly a Lord. The
phrase, “one faith” is the gos pel of Christ which ex presses His will
and pur pose. Those who wholly im merse them selves in do ing His
will are said to have clothed them selves with Christ.

For all of you who were bap tized into Christ have clothed
your selves with Christ. (Ga la tions 3:27)

We will wan der off of the bridge of unity to the ex tent that we
fail to walk obe di ently un der the Lord ship of Christ. We are not our
own; we be long to Him.

4. What God has per son ally given to us so that we may be one and live as
one in Him.

And the glory which Thou has given Me I have given to them;
that they may be one, just as we are one; I in them, and Thou in 
Me that they may be per fected in unity . . . (John 17:22-23)

The glory of God is His char ac ter or His na ture. This is evi dent 
from God’s an swer to Moses who asked to see His glory (Exo dus
33:18-19; 34:6-7). God placed Moses in the cleft of a rock and
passed by him in glory de clar ing the quali ties of His Per son (com -
pas sion ate, gra cious, slow to an ger, abound ing in lov ingkind ness
and truth, one who keeps lov ingkind ness for thou sands, who for give
in iq uity,trans gres sion and sin and yet one who pre serves jus tice).
Very sim ply, there is per fect unity in the God head; and the same
unity will be pres ent among be liev ers who have been con formed into 
the im age or char ac ter of Je sus. The vir tues men tioned above are
pre cisely the quali ties that will bind be liev ers to gether in unity.

Christ in us is our hope of glory. We can never re form our -
selves enough to pro duce unity. The life and na ture of Christ Him self 
must be evi dent in our hearts and in our re la tion ship with one an -
other. Many of the pain ful ex pe ri ences that we go through have been
or dained by God to de velop quali ties of godly char ac ter in us. He has 
given us His na ture so that we may be united with out dis cord aris ing
be cause of char ac ter flaws. One Fa ther with one fam ily of sons who
share His na ture. When the world sees this, they will be lieve our gos -
pel mes sage.
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Where does the Bridge Lead?

You are called in one hope of your call ing. (Ephe sians 4:4)

God has a pur pose that He is bring ing to com ple tion, one that
He set in place be fore crea tion (Isaiah 46:9-10; Psalm 33:11). This is
where the bridge will lead us; it is to ward the ful fill ment of the call
God.

He has made known to us the mys tery of His will, ac cord ing to
His kind in ten tion which He pur posed in Him with a view to
an ad mini stra tion (i.e. or der of a house) suit able to the full -
ness of the times, that is, the sum ming up of all things in
Christ, things in the heav ens and things upon the earth. In Him 
also we have ob tained an in heri tance, hav ing been pre des -
tined ac cord ing to His pur pose . . . (Ephe si ans 1:9-11)

Each one of us who God foreknew would be saved, have been
called and given grace to ful fill a unique role and serv ice in Him. We
are re spon si ble to seek Him and find His pur pose for our life.

Who has saved us, and called us with a holy call ing, not ac -
cord ing to our words, but ac cord ing to His own pur pose and
grace which was granted to us from all eter nity. (2 Timo thy
1:9)

We can never ful fill the one hope of our call ing un less we re -
main on this bridge. We need oth ers to help us. No one is called to be
a Lone Ranger! The pur pose of God, and our unique place in it, will
be ful filled in the body of Christ. Prob lems, cir cum stances, busi ness
as so ci ates, per se cu tion, friends, dis tresses, broth ers and sis ters in
Christ, are all used by God to work to gether for our good and help us
to ful fill His call on our life (Ro mans 8:28-32). There will al ways be
suf fi cient grace for those who so com mit them selves.

How to Walk upon the Bridge

When we come to Je sus, we have found the way, the truth and
the life. How ever, how are we to walk as mem bers of His body so as
to ful fill the one hope of our call ing? God has pro vided the bridge
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and given us in struc tion in His word on how to walk to gether united
in His love.

Five spe cific com mands, found in Ephe si ans chap ter 4, verses
1 through 12, in struct us how we are to walk. Let us ex am ine each
one.

1.   . . . I . . . en treat you to walk in a man ner wor thy of the call ing with 
which you have been called (Ephe si ans 4:1)

We have been saved from sin; thus to walk wor thy, we must
walk free from the prac tice and con dem na tion of sin.

. . . if we walk in the light as He Him self is in the light, we have
fel low ship with one an other and the blood of Je sus His Son
cleanses us from all sin. . . . If we con fess our sins, He is faith -
ful and right eous to for give us our sins and to cleanse us from
all right eous ness. (1 John 1:7, 9)

There can be no unity where law less ness and the prac tice of
sin ex ists.

2.   . . . with all hu mil ity and gen tle ness, with pa tience . . .(Ephe si ans 
4:2)

The body of Christ is made up of mem bers whose abili ties,
per son ali ties and min is try graces are all di verse; in ad di tion, each
mem ber is an im per fect ves sel. The Lord com mands us to ac cept one 
an other while rec og niz ing these dif fer ences.

Where fore, ac cept one an other, just as Christ also ac cepted
us to the glory of God. (Ro mans 15:7)

We need each other and we are called to serve one an other in
the body of Christ. How ever, it will be dif fi cult to re ceive from oth -
ers if we only see their im per fec tions or how they dif fer from us (1
Cor in thi ans 12:21-25).

For this rea son, we must cul ti vate hu mil ity, gen tle ness and pa -
tience to walk to gether as mem bers of Christ’s body.
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Do noth ing from self ish ness or empty con ceit, but with humil -
ity of mind let each one of you re gard one  an other as more
im por tant than him self. (Philip pi ans 2:3)

Van ity and self im por tance will dis ap pear when hearts are
melted by His love. Be ing right will not be as im por tant as do ing the
will of the Lord.

As each one has re ceived a spe cial gift, em ploy it in serv ing
one an other, as good stew ards of the mani fold grace of God.
(1 Pe ter 4:10)

This sec ond com mand means there can be no spirit of un for -
give ness, elit ism, ra cism or sec tari an ism in our hearts. Godly serv ice 
comes from hearts that es teem those they serve as more wor thy than
them selves. Such serv ice bonds be liev ers to gether.

3.  Show ing for bear ance to one an other in love . . . (Ephe si ans 4:2)

The word, for bear ance, means to con trol one’s self when pro -
voked, “to hold one’s self back” or to “re frain from en force ment.” It
speaks of re straint and pa tience.

Prac ti cally, it means that be cause of the love of God in our
hearts, we will obey the fol low ing three com mands:

a) We will not judge one an other on non es sen tial is sues (i.e.
food)

But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do 
you re gard your brother with con tempt? For we shall all stand 
be fore the judg ment seat of God . . . . There fore let us not judge
one an other any more . . . (Ro mans 14:10, 13)

b) We will not speak evil of one an other (Ephe si ans 4:29-31).

But if you bite and de vour one an other, take care lest you be
con sumed by one an other. (Ga la tians 5:15)

Do  not speak against one an other, breth ren. He who speaks
against a brother, or judges his brother, speaks against the
law, and judges the law . . . (James 4:11)

c) We will for give one an other (Co los sians 3:12-13)
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And to be kind to one an other, ten der hearted, for giv ing each
other, just as God in Christ also has for given you. (Ephe si ans
4:32)

Then Pe ter came and said to Him, “Lord, how of ten shall my
brother sin against me and I for give him? Up to seven times?”
Je sus said to him, “I do not say to you up to seven times, but up
to sev enty times seven . . . so shall My heav enly Fa ther also do
to you (i.e. not for give you) if each of you does not for give his
brother from your heart. (Mat thew 18:21-22, 35)

Be cause these three com mit ments are of ten lack ing to day, it
has been said that the Chris tian army is the only one to kill its
wounded! When a be liever stum bles in his walk, so of ten the at ti tude 
of other Chris tians is to ex pose and con demn rather than to re store
the in di vid ual.

Breth ren, even if a man is caught in any tres pass, you who are
spiri tual, re store such a one in a spirit of gen tle ness; each one
look ing to your self, lest you too be tempted. (Ga la tions 6:1)

Above all, keep fer vent in your love for one an other, be cause
love cov ers a mul ti tude of sons. (1 Pe ter 4:8)

We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the breth ren. (1 John 3:16)

4.  Be ing dili gent to pre serve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. (Ephe si ans 4: 3)

We are very di verse in di vidu als and all of us are im per fect ves -
sels. How ever, he who joins him self to the Lord is one spirit with
Him (1 Cor in thi ans 6:17). Since each of us are in un ion to our Lord
by the same Spirit, it is clear that as we al low Him to rule in our
hearts, we can walk in unity and be at peace with one an other.

And be yond all these things put on love, which is the per fect
bond of unity. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to
which in deed you were called in one body; and be thank ful.
(Co los sians 3:14-15)
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The is sue, in prac tice, is to be ever watch ful and dili gent to
avoid un wise or un godly words, deeds or at ti tudes that could hurt
oth ers in the church.

A gen tle an swer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up
an ger. (Prov erbs 15:1)

. . . sweet ness of speech in creases per sua sive ness. (Prov erbs
16:21)

Fi nally, if we are truly com mit ted to unity, we will pray for one 
an other to have vic tory over our faults and prob lems.

There fore, con fess your sins to one an other, and pray for one
an other, so that you may be healed . . . (James 5:16)

5.  And He gave some as apos tles, and some as proph ets, and some as 
evan gel ists, and some as pas tors and teach ers, for the equip -
ping of the saints for the work of serv ice to the build ing up of
the body of Christ; un til we all at tain to the unity of the faith,
and of the knowl edge of the Son of God, to a ma ture man, to the 
meas ure of the stat ure which be longs to the full ness of Christ.
(Ephe si ans 4:11-13)

This fifth re quire ment is right fully listed last be cause it is
based upon the pre vi ous four. Men who have one of the five min is -
tries listed in verse 11, whether they func tion in their min is try gifts or 
as elders, are re spon si ble to equip be liev ers in char ac ter and serv ice
un til there ex ists a ma ture unity un der the head ship of Christ. The
equip ping pro cess will be by both in struc tion and ex am ple. The goal
in equip ping is not to pro duce highly ca pa ble in di vidu als, but mem -
bers who know how to func tion to gether in a lo cal ex pres sion of the
body of Christ. They must also de velop char ac ter and build strong
re la tion ships by go ing through test ings, tri als, dif fi cult cir cum -
stances, tribu la tions and even per se cu tion. Gold is re fined by fire.

How ever, if lead ers do not prac tice or walk in these truths, they 
will never be able to equip the saints to do so. Thus, unity in the body
of Christ must be gin with lead ers! Unity is not cheap; it will cost
much and re quire great hu mil ity for those in places of over sight to
hum ble them selves and to em brace these truths.
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The fol low ing are some of the ob sta cles and is sues that lead ers 
may face as they seek to bring forth unity in a church or be tween
churches in a lo cal ity.

• Prayer! Lead ers pray ing to gether is the first step. It is im por -
tant for them to rec og nize that Sa tan’s great est threat against
the church is as the ac cuser of the breth ren.

• When there is com pe ti tion be tween lead ers, it is usu ally a sign
of un cer tainty and in se cu rity in God’s call ing. Each one must
re solve this is sue; a pas tor is not an apos tle nor is a prophet an
evan gel ist. Com pe ti tion will cease if each one seeks only to
ful fill his call in God.

• In churches with only one or two min is ters there is an in ade -
quacy of min is te rial re sources to prop erly equip the saints. The 
an swer can lie in the spiri tual re sources of neigh bor ing
churches.

• As lead ers pray to gether, trust and re la tion ship will be es tab -
lished so that they will know to re ceive, or not to re ceive, an
in di vid ual who is run ning from a prob lem or dis ci pline in an -
other as sem bly. The goal is al ways for res to ra tion of the per -
son.

• In con tend ing for truth, lead ers must be care ful to  not equate
their un der stand ing of the word with the word it self. This will
al ways be di vi sive and in tol er ant. Truth is not ex pressed so
much in our doc trinal state ments as it is in how we walk it out
in con duct, heart at ti tude and in ter ces sion for oth ers. “Be ing
right” is an at ti tude that will dis ap pear as we in ter cede and
pray for those that dis agree with us. Dif fer ences be come lost in 
the love of God.

Conclusion

The great har vest that lies ahead is not the work of a com mit tee 
of any one church or gani za tion. It can only be gath ered in through
the grace and power of God dem on strated through a united church
where mem bers walk in right eous ness and are equipped to serve, and 
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where the love of God is per va sive. When we con sider the love of
God ex pressed on the cross, how can we not love one an other? To see 
the Lord in all His glory and mag nifi cence makes us aware of our un -
wor thi ness, and how much we need the mercy and grace of God. It
also helps us to look be yond the un wor thi ness of oth ers in Christ.

I be lieve that the Lord will con tinue to bring in creas ingly dif fi -
cult ca tas tro phes upon our na tion to bring his church in America to
re pen tance. I also ex pect Him to deal with lead ers eve ry where con -
cern ing the need for unity in the house of God. This is very likely the
great est re main ing need in church res to ra tion. It does lie ahead and
we had bet ter pre pare for it. A time of re vival will come as we re -
spond in obe di ence to Him. God will ac com plish His pur pose in the
earth. The ques tion for each of us is, “What part will I play in this?”

Be hold how good and how pleas ant it is for broth ers to dwell
to gether in unity. (Psalm 133:1)


